XWord-Muggles: Creating Components of and Posting Metas

Revised May 8, 2024

A typical set of components to post for your meta may include the following:

. crosshare link

. PUZ file

. PDF file
.spreadsheet file

« PNG image file of the PDF

What follows are instructions for creating and posting Muggle Meta Mondays, MMM,
& Smooth Sailing Sundays, SSS, links and files, but are universal for posting all meta
puzzles to www.XWord-Muggles.com. Other creators are free to vary to their tastes.

Further, the instructions for creating Excel spreadsheets & for posting them to

www.XWord-Muggles.com are made available to all solvers for any meta puzzle.
Going forward, creators can choose to create spreadsheets for their solvers, or not.
The only meta spreadsheet that will be created will be for the weekly Wall Street
Journal Contest Crossword, WSJCC. Should it not be posted, solers can create it.

. crosshare link
Consult muggle creators or crosshare.org on creating metas on crosshare.

CREATING FILES (save as YYYYMMDD-TYPE-TitleWithNoSpaces)

.PUZ file

Consult muggle creators or crosshare.org on creating PUZ files for metas.

Get the PUZ file from the crosshare form: Begin <seMore Download .puz File

Save the PUZ file to your drive: YYYYMMDD-TYPE-TitleWithNoSpaces.puz

Page 1 of 7


https://crosshare.org/
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CREATING FILES (continued)

. PDF file
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Create your PDF using the Crossword PDF Editor site, with the following options
(note differences between MMM & SSS):

CHOOSE FILE ~

Select your puzzle file to export as a
PDF:

Trasss B Select PUZ file you have

saved on your drive

HEADER CONTENT ~

Main Header Content E

Empty field will default to title
from puz file - do not include
" - META" in your title. If
included in crosshare title,
enterltitle. alone, here

@ Add Right Header Content

The puzzle's entire meta
prompt.[+/-5 spaces]Muggle
Screen Name

|() Add Subheader Content

IF META PROMPT IS VERY
LONG: Add the meta prompt
here after clicking on the
Add Subheader Content
button above - align RIGHT .

BASIC OPTIONS ~

Main Header Font Size (pt)
Adjust font size to nearest

20 0.1 pt so title width matches
width of left Clues column.

Right Header Font Size (pt)
Adjust font size so "Meta
14 prompt muggle screen
name" match width of grid

or have the name match the Title font size.
Subheader Font Size (pt)
If used for a very long meta

14 prompt, adjust size to match
width of grid.
Number of Columns
Use for MMM
and SSS

_ Adjust @content to
@ include Copyright match width of grid

@Proper Name » Muggle
Meta Mondays or meta type
(& ###) ,Delete if space

is needed
Muggles.com (or creator's

site)\_/Month DD, 2024

Add or delete spaces as needed,

- - - Only for
|() Align Grid to Bottom—nghtlm
Align Grid to Bottom-Left

@ Inksaver Mode

ADVANCED OPTIONS

— Margins

Top Margin (in.)

0.2

Bottom Margin (in.)

0.3 for SSS

Side Margins (in.)
— Padding

Header-Subheader Padding (pt)

Header-Body Padding (pt)
— Fonts

Add Custom Header Font

Header Font

-

Grid Font

Nunito Sans v

Clue Font

:

Use the Preview button after making adjustments noted above, repeatedly, until

acceptable.

Download button to save PDF to your drive. It will have the PUZ file’'s name.


https://njyoon.github.io/pdf
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CREATING FILES (continued)

- PNG image file of the PDF
Open the PDF in the Fit Height view (or Full Screen Mode):

Menu €Y Y 20240505555-Maydayp. X | + Create

oo EH® — O X

Alltools  Edit  Convert  E-Sign

Use your computer’s screen capture app to capture the entire PDF.

850 x11.00in

Mayday!
ACROSS
1 A rattle you can shake
7 601, to Caesar
10 Actor Pitt or Dourif
14 Spoiler
15 "__ Bear fan: Of course | say
"pic-a-nic basket'"
17 It's & big step
18 9:59
19 Sign outside a bar that serves a
popular Trappist beer
21 Santa __ winds
22 Anemic people lack it
23 "__ asitisin Heaven"
25 Publishes again
29 Tampa Bay team
30 Tiny particle
31 Where Graceland is
34 Pale

35 Kind of race that "Diamond Joe"
Quimby has run in more than
once -- possibly as many as five
times

36 Bedroom attire

The meta answer is a holiday. Wendy Walker

3 "Umbrella” singer's nickname

4 Belief that all natural objects
have souls

5 Fragrant conifers used to make
chests

6 "Have you lost your mind?"
7 Pop star Celine
8 Poem division
9 "Let me rephrase that"
10 "We won't be providing the
booze"
11 Community service club
12 FBl operatives
13 ”Se‘vlneune's in the kitchen with

16 Inimminent danger

20 "You had __in the mirror"
("You're So Vain")

24 Small batteries
25 Like sashimi

26 Hellenic H

27 Charged particle
28 Campfire treat

32 Expensive
33 What sweater strands do after
acatattack

35 Household product with a bald
mascot

36 "Masterpiece Theatre" airer

37 Write quickly

38 Partof CBS

39 Lummox

40 ___ Stakes, part of the Triple
Crown

41 What a needle pulls

42 Controversial food coloring
44 Zodiac bull

45 Mel __ ("The Velvet Fog")
46 Glowing coal

47 One-celled creature

51 Pub options

52 Racketeers' org.?

53 Large quantity

54 "She's up __ good”

56 Actor Chaney

39 Take out alternative v [@ single-page view
40 Breakdancer .
41 __ 1l (Gillette razor brand) M Two-page view
43 They have lots of ups and
downs s
45 Donne poem title, or an m
unwelcome visiter on Fido
48 lsrael aifine v [ Enable scrolling
49 O'Hare code
50 " allow me to tell you how
ardently | admire and love you™: 5 . 1
words to 3 titular Jane Austen Actual size
heroine
55 Johnny Walker blend [B Zoom to page level 1
57 Jesse__, who pitched in 1,252
Major League games. y .
"__ pardoned and retain the [ Fittowidth ~
offense?” ("Hamlet") o
59 Summer skin tane v [@ Fitheight 2 "
60 Adam and Eve's home
:; E::n rr:‘amtars | BR Fitvisible thepegeio i
TSNS, pos eyespso vertically within the window
DOWN 5 3 " Read mode B
1 What The Fonz called Richie's “
mother o = Full screen mode
2 Bibliography abbr. . = Q
@Wendy Walker« Sraocth Sallng Sandeys « veww XWord-Mugglescom oy 5. 2024
More Q

Paste the capture of the entire PDF to an image editing app (MS Paint in Windows).

Create a 1-pixel border at the edge of the image.

Save the file as a PNG file to your drive. YYYYMMDD-TYPE-TitleWithNoSpaces.png



Page 4 of 7

CREATING FILES (continued)

. Excel spreadsheet file
Instructions for altering the spreadsheet templates for individual metas are included
on the spreadsheet templates.

As of today, there is a 15x15 grid template on www.XWord-Muggles.com. 17x17
and 19x19 grid templates will be created after feedback from solvers and creators.

After opening the template, give the following & similar permissions, which allows the
use of necessary VBA content and macros.

' SECURITY WARNING Some active content has been disabled. Click for more details.{] Enable Content

B2 v i Jx
A/B C D E F G H | J K L M N O P Q
Type - Title - Creator - MM-DD-2024

B2 v i fx
A B C D E F G H J K L M M 0 P
1 Security Warning ? X
2 | @ Do you want to make this file a Trusted Document?
3 This file is on a network location. Other users who have access to this network
location may be able to tamper with this file.
- What's the risk?
5 C] Do not ask me again for network files

= I I I I I I I I I I I I

IMPORTANT: The next step is to File... Save... the spreadsheet file to your drive
before editing. YYYYMMDD-TYPE-TitleWithNoSpaces.xlsm

Continue with the instructions on the first sheet / tab through all instructions on all
sheets / tabs, in order. Double-check that the Puzzle & ClueNos sheets are protected.

END CREATING FILES.
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POSTING LINKS on www.XWord-Muggles.com

« ATTACH ALL FILES TO THE POST
Open the post in the correct topic. Click on the Full Editor & Preview button

Quick Reply

= EL ¥ I ® nomav [T [] %
B T é 0 2 ekl |

|||I| sns

T2 | ronts ~ | /S

...
CFun Eator & previen] Joubmit

Click on the Attachments tab and the Add files button.

|Save draftl [Previewl |Submit|

Options

If you wish to attach one or more files enter the details below. You may also attac
message box.

Maximum filesize per attachment: 256 MiB.

Goine)

R

Select the PUZ, PDF, PNG, & XLSM files on your drive, then click on the Open button.

« FILES’ LINKS ARE EASILY COPIED

Right-click on an attached file's name, click on Copy link from the pop-up list.

Options Attachments | Poll creation

If you wish to attach one or O Open link in new tab ou may also a

Maximum filesize per attach 5 Open link in new window

Open link in split screen window

Save link as
20240505-S55-Mayday.puz

==
) [oeete e
) [oeee e

5 Copy link

20240505-555-Mayday.png

Share
20240505-5S55-Mayday. pdf

Inspect
20240505-55S-Mayday.xlsmt
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POSTING LINKS (continued)

« POST LINKS TO Post #1

Order of posting of links:
crosshare
PUZ
PDF

spreadsheet

Click on the Link icon above the posting window.

Enter a site URL and the Optional description. (The file description is not optional.)

Example: https://www.phpbb.com

Enter a site URL: https://www.xword-muggles . com/downl

Optional description: PUZ

[ Insert into message ] [ Cancel J

Select all links, choose the font Arial Black, add the Title above the first file link.

=k L 7@ normalv| [N [] %
EOTEAA O, ccAl -0

[font=Arial Blaci{]
[url=https: / /crosshare.org/crosswords/80cReJa7imXp6vBtOywZ /mayday]Crosshare[/url]
[url=https: / /www.xword-muggles.com/download/file. php?mode=view&id=16176]PUZ[ /url]

[url=https: / /www.xword-muggles.com/download/file. php?mode=view&id=16083]PDF[/url]
[url=https: / /www.xword-muggles.com/download/file.php?mode=view&id=16081]Spreadsheet[/url]
[/font]
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POSTING LINKS (continued)

« Place Inline the PNG image file of the PDF

Add a couple of blank lines after the spreadsheet link, then click on the Place Inline
button next to the PNG file, placing the image at the end of the post.

[font=Arial Black]Mayday!
[url=https://crosshare.org/crosswords/80cReJa7imXpévBtOywZ/mayday]Crosshare[/url]
[url=https://www.xword-muggles.com/download/file.php?mode=view&id=16176]PUZ[/url]
[url=https:/ /www.xword-muggles.com/download/file.php?mode=viewtid=16083]PDF[/url]
[url=https:/ /www.xword-muggles.com/download/file.php?mode=view&id=16081]Spreadsheet[/url]
[/font]

[attachment=1]20240505-555-Mayday.png[/attachment]

Preview| | Submit |

Options Attachments | Poll creation

If you wish to attach one or more files enter the details below. You may also attach files by draggir

Maximum filesize per attachment: 256 MiB.

Add files
FILENAME FILE C(

20240505-55S-Mayday.puz Place inline| |Delete file|

e
20240505-SSS-Mayday.png ([Place inline ) Delete file

——
20240505-55S-Mayday. pdf |Place inline‘ |De|ete ﬁle| |
20240505-555-Mayday.xlsm |Place inIine‘ |De|ete ﬁ|e|

END POSTING LINKS.

NOTE: Solvers creating spreadsheets for personal use can use
these posting instructions so other solvers can download the

spreadsheet for their use.

Many thanks to Mark Woychick, Wendy Walker, & other creators for their help in editing and revising.

Revised May 8, 2024



